Was it a meteor ... or something else? 


Robert Allen Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


It sounded like thunder with a flash of 
light, shaking homes at about 8:15 p.m. Tues- 
day across metro Detroit. But experts say this 
wasn't lightning. 

“It looks like from videos and reports we’ve 
gotten (that it’s a) meteor,” said Jordan Dale, 
meteorologist with the National Weather Ser- 


firm it’s a meteor. At this point, we're just 
sticking to what we know — and it was not 
thunder or lightning or weather-related.” 

The weather service by about 9 p.m. had 
already received dozens of reports, ranging 
from Flint to Toledo. 

Multiple images were posted of night skies 
being lit up, as social media exploded with 
people reporting what they saw or heard. 
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Victims: 

Our lives 
changed 
forever 


Nassar hearing begins 
with emotional statements 


Matt Mencarini Lansing State Journal 
USA TODAY NETWORK - MICHIGAN 


LANSING - Their remarks are both brutal 
and triumphant. 

On the first day of Larry Nassar’s four-day 
sentencing hearing, 29 women and girls 
spoke, sharing their pain and anguish after 
being sexually abused by the former MSU and 
USA Gymnastics doctor. 

They included Kyle Stephens, the woman 
Nassar pleaded guilty to sexually assaulting 
in his home when she was a child visiting 
with her parents. 

“Perhaps you have figured it out by now,” 
she said, addressing Nassar directly as he 
looked down, covering his eyes with his hand. 
“Little girls don’t stay little forever. They grow 
into strong women that return to destroy your 
world.” 

All 125 women and girls who filed reports 
about Nassar with police were given the 
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Larry Nassar covers his eyes during the 
first day of his sentencing hearing. 
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Immigrant to move 
into Detroit church 


Flora Rranxburgaj breaks down as she talks about how she needs the help of her 
husband and cannot do without him if he gets deported. ROMAIN BLANQUART/DFP 


Albanian native says he’s facing deportation and his 
wife has MS; church says it has calling from ‘higher law’ 


Niraj Warikoo Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Saying they answer to a higher law, Cen- 
tral United Methodist Church, a historic 
Protestant congregation in Detroit, said 
Tuesday that it is taking in an undocu- 
mented Albanian immigrant whom the 
U.S. government wants to deport next 
week. 

It’s the first time a church in metro De- 
troit has announced that it is taking in an 
immigrant wanted by ICE for deportation 
since President Donald Trump took office, 
advocates say. 


Last year, Central United, which sits 
next to Comerica Park, declared it was a 
sanctuary congregation open to those 
seeking refuge. That notion will be put to 
the test Jan. 25 when Ded Rranxburgaj, 48, 
of Southgate is scheduled to be removed 
and sent back to his native Albania. 

ICE has what is called a “sensitive 
locations” policy that advises agents not to 
target houses of worship and schools. ICE’s 
website states: “Enforcement actions may 
occur at sensitive locations in limited cir- 
cumstances, but will generally be avoided.” 
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X Trump report aims to underscore threat posed by immigration. Nation+World, 3A 


Riley: Model husband and dad wasn’t deported, he was sentenced. Metro, 4A 


Dearborn utility wants big boost in its air pollutants 


Keith Matheny and Bill Laitner Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


A utility company that supplies electricity 
and steam to industrial customers in Dearborn 
wants to expand its capability and, in the proc- 
ess, add well more than a thousand tons of air 
pollutants to the skies there. 


Dearborn Industrial Generation (DIG) is 
proposing to add a new natural gas-powered 
turbine for peak power demands at its power 
plant on Miller Road across from the Ford River 
Rouge Complex. 

But that would increase emissions of air 
pollutants in a big way — carbon monoxide by 
as much as 913 additional tons per year; nitro- 


gen oxides by up to 416 tons per year, and 
more, according to a Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality staff report on the 
DIG request. 

It’s happening in Dearborn, where asthma 
rates are already twice the state average, 
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U.S. auto 
buyers: 
the bigger 
the better 


Engineers boost size without 
compromising fuel economy 


Nathan Bomey and Chris Woodyard 
USA TODAY 


They're called “compacts,” but when it 
comes to size, some small sedans are starting 
to defy the label. And “full-size” no longer 
seems like an adequate description for big 
pickups. 

How about “beast-size?” 

This much is clear at the 2018 North Amer- 
ican International Auto Show going on here 
this week: Passenger cars, crossovers and 
pickups are rapidly growing in size amid 
cheap gas and Americans’ preferences for big, 
roomy highway cruisers. 

“At this show, bigger is better,” said Jessica 
Caldwell, analyst for car-buying website Ed- 
munds.com. 

And it’s no surprise. 

“Given our druthers, we’d pick big cars,” 
she added. 

But unlike past years, jumbo- 
izing vehicles doesn’t mean compromising 
fuel economy or maneuverability. Engineers 
are using lightweight materials and improved 
engines to boost gas mileage, interior room 
and cargo space. 


See BIG CARS, Page 7A 


XM At freep.com: Jeep introduced an updated 
2019 Cherokee with a new powertrain, 
updated looks and increased cargo space. 
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